Nane: Fritz Swanson

Class of works: | amwiting in support of Class #4 (Public Domain Filmon
DVD): Audi ovi sual works that are in the public domain in the United States and
that are rel eased solely on DVDs, access to which is prevented by
technol ogi cal protection nmeasures.

Summary:

Disc nane: Great Works of FilmVol. 1, as well as a DVD of ny own weddi ng

| wanted to select sone scenes fromthe Lum ere Bros. Victorian-era film"From
the Earth to the Mon" to show to my class, but | found that there was no way
to access the footage directly.

Al so, soneone gave ne a DVD of ny weddi ng video that they had nade, and

found there was no way for ne to re-edit it for ny Aunt, who wanted just a

sni ppet. The original DV source of the DVD was erased by the friend who nade
the DVD, so now | am stuck with just the DVD, encoded conplete with the
encryption. |'ve found you can't make a DVD that is not protected in this way.
I can't edit nmovies fromthe 19th century or nmy own bl essed Weddi ng Vi deo!

By default, a DVD is encrypted. Even if you produced the DVD yourself, once it
has been produced, you are stuck with the edit exactly as you see it.

You can't easily duplicate it, and you certainly can't re-edit it. It would be
as if Mcrosoft Wrd | ocked an essay you had witten once you had printed it
once. Sure, you could manually recreate the essay, but you could never again
change that particular version. You could never shorten it, lengthen it,
correct any errors or do anything at all with it, really.

I had contenpl ated using i Movie to nake sone nmovies of nmy own out of clips
fromclassic novies in the public domain, but that project has basically been
put on hold. |I could do the project using the nore | aborious nethod of editing
vi deotape, or even filmdirectly, but the tine investnment is a serious enough
i mpedi ment to prevent me fromgetting involved. Jasper Johns could cut

pi ctures out of mmgazines to make his collages, but a collage artist these
days would have to junmp through a ot of arbitrary hoops to do the same thing
with film | doubt ny filmcollage woul d have been very good, but frankly,
with the DMCA in place, we'll never really know.



